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London, Tuesday, March i6th.
Saturday. Knoblock's play " Mumsee ". Little Theatre. After
the first night he cut off the last (fourth) act entirely. Which
leaves the play ending in a raw stump. It is astounding how
people can do these things, with apparently no sense of the
fact that they are butchers.
To-day I lunched with Newman Flower. He knew Hardy's
mother. She lived in the original thatched cottage.
London, Saturday, March 20th.
Yesterday morning, after careering in the park after play-ideas
and catching them, I went to Neville Lewis's show and bought
a small picture of a woman suckling a child (portrait of Madame
Litvinoff) for 15 guineas. Clifton, with whom I had a talk,
told me of the times when Johns could be bought for 10 guineas
—and damned few buyers. He said he had once sold a very
large pastel of John's for 10 guineas to a woman and had never
heard of it since.
I heard yesterday that the first week's receipts of " Sacred
and Profane Love " in New York were over 16,700 dollars.
This easily bangs " Milestones " and all my other records. My
royalties on that week exceed £350. My faith in the theatre
as a means of artistic expression was of course instantly re-
established. It would be.
London, Sunday, March 2ist.
Yesterday morning I wrote the first scene of 2nd act of the play
which for the present I am calling " Caspo ".x It turned out
more vivacious than I had expected but then I took the pre-
caution of inspiring myself with the spirit of Italian " Comedia
delle arti", and I used one or two more of its jokes. The
success (apparent, anyhow) of " S. & P. Love" in New York
gives me hopes of one of my other plays being soon produced
there. I find the elation caused by a 16,000 dollar week in
New York wears off in about 24 hours, but it faintly reappears
at intervals.
At night to Coliseum to see Barrie's " The Truth about the
Russian Dancers ". I bought the last two stalls on Wednesday.
The stalls only filled up towards 9.30—proof absolute of what
1 It was subsequently rechristened " The Bright Island ".
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